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Even We Have That New Look 


HIS issue of the Bulletin is an experiment. In an endeavor to increase reader appeal 
we have changed the format and the type. We trust that these changes will meet with 
the general approval of the members, and that you like our new dress. 


Cooperation 
Keynote of District Meetings of ’47 


Last May the Executive Board approved 
the holding of four district meetings during 
the fall of 1947. A report of these meetings 
is given below by the Chairman of the Ex- 
tension Committee which was responsible 
for planning them. The Association is much 
indebted to this committee and especially 
to its chairman, Miss Metternich, and the 
local hostesses and program chairmen for 
the success of the meetings. 


The Executive Board considered the ques- 
tion of district meetings this spring and 
decided not to arrange any, in view of the 
approaching A.L.A. meetings in June and 
the annual O.L.A. conference in the fall. 


“During the month of October, 1947, four dis- 
trict meetings of the Ohio Library Association 
were held under the supervision of the Extension 
Committee. The places designated for the meet- 
ings, to cover the state adequately, were Findlay, 
Massillon, Troy and Marietta. The hosts and 
hostesses at these meetings provided ample space 
for sessions and excellently prepared and served 
luncheons. 


“The program chairmen were asked to plan 
their own programs so there would be variety and 
so each district would have an opportunity to 
discuss problems peculiar to it. Outstanding 
speakers were on each program. At Troy, Dr. 
Joseph Myers of the Dayton Journal Herald dis- 
cussed the Marshall plan. Mr. Clarence S. Hun- 
singer of Flat Rock, Ohio, told of urban-rural 
coordination in his talk before the group at Find- 
lay, and at this same meeting Miss Alice B. Cush- 
man, Children’s Librarian of the Fitchburg (Mas- 
sachusetts) Public Library discussed her work in 
modernizing the Youth Department of that library. 


“In all the meetings, librarians of the district 
participated actively, either as speakers or from 
the floor. Many points were brought up for dis- 
cussion in the section meetings where problems 
of various phases of library work were aired. 
Each attending librarian left with the feeling that 
she had not only gained from these meetings, 
but she had also contributed to them. 

“Although no general theme had been set, co- 
operation was the keynote. Cooperation, not only 
among one’s own staff, but cooperation among 
libraries within a given region and in various 
fields, such as public relations and a list of bor- 
rowers who habitually keep books overdue and 
who use the libraries in the area. 


“The usual reports were given at the luncheons 
by the President of the Ohio Library Associa- 
tion, the State Librarian, the State Library Or- 
ganizer, the President of the Ohio Library 
Trustees Association and the Chairman of the 
Extension Committee. 


“The Chairman is happy and proud to report that 
all meetings were well planned and executed. The 
Chairman extends appreciation to the very capa- 
bie chairmen who worked so hard to make these 
meetings the great success they were and to the 
other members of the Extension Committee for 
suggesting the names of these people. 

Mildred Sandoe, 

Walter Brahm, 

Viola B. Metternich, Chairman, 
Extension Committee.” 


We Meet Again 
Annual Conference 
The next annual conference of O.L.A. 
will be held in Dayton at the Dayton Bilt- 
more Hotel on October 21, 22 and 23. De- 
tails of the program will be given in the 
next issue of the Bulletin. The following 
information about hotel accommodations is 
offered now to assist members in making 
plans: 
ROOM RATES 
Dayton Bittmore—Singles from $3.50, doubles 
from $5.50. There is a garage in the hotel avail- 
able to those who come by motor. 
Hotet Miam1— Singles from $3.50 to $7.00. 
Room with double bed $5.50 to $9.50, room 
with twin beds, $6.90 to $9.50. 


Library Demonstration Bill 

The Library Demonstration Bill (S.48 — 
H.R. 2465) passed the Senate on February 
25, 1948. It has been given approval by the 
sub-committee of the House Committee on 
Education and Labor and its sponsors are 
at present working toward bringing it to a 
vote in the House. It now looks as if there 
is a good chance of complete passage 
during the present session. 


Citizens Library Committee 

Mrs. McQuate, Chairman of the Citizens 
Library Committee, reports that there are 
now 110 members on this state-wide library 
committee. Through its chairman, the Com- 
mittee made contacts with those in the 
Senate and the House concerned and urged 
favorable action on the Mundt Biil and the 
Pubtic Library Demonstration Bill. 








Page 2 


OHIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 





News from Our State Librarian 


Postwar Committee 
The Library Committee of the Ohio Post- 
war Planning Commission met December 
18, 1947, in a day-long discussion of the 
financial problems of libraries. The chair- 
man appointed three subcommittees: 


1. A subcommittee to study and rewrite 
the intangible tax law so as to strengthen 
the case for libraries; and to consider other 
sources of income for libraries. Mr. John 
Herrick, chairman, Mr. Carl Vitz, and Mr. 
Yoder make up the subcommittee. This sub- 
committee met January 20, and agreed to 
make the following recommendations to the 
Library Committee: (a) that the intangible 
tax law be written to include a directive to 
budget commissions to allot library budgets 
after careful consideration of library needs, 
(b) that the distribution section of the in- 
tangible law be rewritten to enable libraries 
to participate in any residue collected above 
the estimate of collections, (c) that libra- 
ries should be made eligible to participate 
in the local government fund. At present 
they cannot do so. 


2. A subcommittee to prepare a state aid 
formula and determine the amount of state 
aid. Mr. Harold Edwards, chairman, Miss 
Martha Grey, and Senator Stanley Mecham 
comprise this subcommittee. It met Janu- 
ary 15, and began preparing figures for 
further consideration. 


3. A subcommittee to make recommen- 
dations concerning regional libraries, book- 
mobiles and buildings, consisting of Mr. 
Joseph C. Neer, chairman, Mr. James J. 
Weadock, and Mr. L. Quincy Mumford. 


The full committee met again on Febru- 
ary 19, at which time the reports of the sub- 
committee were heard and considered. The 
proposals of the subcommittee to study the 
tax law were accepted, in general, but its 
report was re-committed for revision along 
the lines of the discussion of the day. The 
subcommittee to prepare a state aid formula 
outlined a tentative plan of state aid distri- 
bution. This group will meet again to draft 
a final report for submission to the next 
general meeting. A partial report was made 
by the subcommittee on regional libraries, 
bookmobiles and buildings. Action on 
these proposals was deferred until the next 
general meeting. 


Certification of County Librarians 


The number of librarians applying for 
certification to the State Board of Library 
Examiners is increasing as the number of 
county district libraries increases. Since 
1921 the law has required that the chief li- 
brarian of a county district library must 
have a certificate from this Board in order 
to be employed as head librarian. Prior to 
1947 there had been only three county 
district libraries in existence in Ohio so 
that calls upon the Board for certification 
had been infrequent. 

With the new library laws facilitating the 
establishment of county district libraries 
the situation is changing. Since September, 
1947, seven libraries have changed to 
county district library organizations and 
more are expected to do so. In addition, 
state aid rules require county extension 
center libraries to have either trained per- 
sons in charge of the library and the county 
work, or untrained people who, on the basis 
of their experience and ability, are able to 
secure a certificate from the Board. 


Realizing that now it would be called 
upon regularly to grant certificates, the 
Board met Janunary 13 to organize and dis- 
cuss possible standards and rules according 
to which they would grant certificates. 

The Board also adopted a policy of auto- 
matically certifying the incumbent librarian 
of a library which has just transferred to 
the county district library organization, 
feeling this was the fair thing to do and 
would not discourage a library board con- 
sidering the changeover to the county dis- 
trict library. However, such a certificate 
would be good only as long as that librarian 
remained with the library, unless of course, 
she could merit a permanent certificate 
from the Board. 


Granted Certificates 

Certificates were granted to Evalan 
Fischer, librarian, Hocking County Li- 
brary; Hildred Safford, librarian, Monroe 
County Library, and Velma Goode, libra- 
rian, Carrollton Library. If your library is 
now a county district library but your li- 
brarian has not received a certificate, ap- 
plication should be made to the Secretary 
of the Board, care The Ohio State Library 
Columbus 15. 

Please note that the State Board of Li- 
brary Examiners is not to be confused with 
the State Library Board. These are two dif- 
ferent boards. The State Board of Library 
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Examiners is set up by law as follows (Sec. 
7643-8 G.C.): “The librarians of the two 
public libraries of largest circulation in the 
state, the State Librarian, and two persons 
representing rural library work selected by 
the State Library Board.” Respectively, these 
are, Clarence Metcalf, Cleveland Public Li- 
brary; Carl Vitz, Cincinnati Public Li- 
brary; Walter Brahm, State Librarian; 
Dorothy Strouse, Lucas County Library, 
Maumee; Mrs. Elsie Bennett Wilson, presi- 
dent of the Medina library board. Miss 
Strouse is president of the board and Mr. 
Brahm is secretary. 

Miss Strouse is preparing a set of stand- 
ards of education and experience which the 
board may use in evaluating an applicant’s 
fitness to receive a certificate. 


Library Laws 

“Library Laws of Ohio,” a fifty-five page 
publication concerning public libraries, 
trustees, library finances, certification, 
school libraries and the State Library, was 
issued the latter part of January. The last 
such publication contained laws in force 
January 1, 1940. In addition the legislators 
approved many new library laws during the 
last biennium. Some of the laws governing 
Ohio’s libraries had not been changed since 
the 1880's. 


This new publication is of vital interest 
to librarians, trustees, and school library 
administrators because the latest issue con- 
tains all the laws pertaining to the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of all types of 
libraries. 

Those desiring copies of this publication 
should write to: Ohio State Library, State 
Office Building, Columbus 15. 


Junior Members 
It’s Here 

The “Directory of Personnel in Ohio Li- 
braries, 1947,” is ready for distribution. 
This edition is a revision of the Directory 
of 1942 which it follows closely in scope 
and arrangement. Miss Irene Frase and 
Miss Jean Kolbeck, under the very able 
direction of Miss Hilda Miller have made 
every effort to achieve accuracy in this 
listing. If you have not ordered your copy, 
send $1.00 to Miss Mary McCray, Warder 
Public Library, Springfield, Ohio. 

During the war years the Junior Members 
Section of the Ohio Library Association 
was inactive. The first project following 
this period of inactivity was the compilation 
of the “Directory of Personnel in Ohio Li- 
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braries, 1947,” toward which most of our 
efforts were directed. However, along with 
that, we have endeavored to carry through 
as a second project “recruiting” for our 
own group as well as for the profession. 
Changing personnel has greatly handi- 
capped our contacts with prospective Jun- 
iors. The officers would appreciate the 
names of library workers eligible for Junior 
Members: any member of the Ohio Library 
Association, not over thirty-five years of 
age, who manifests a definite interest in the 
library profession. 
Ilo Fisher, 


Chairman, Junior Members Section, 
Ohio Library Association. 


J.M.’s to the Rescue 


Because of its very worthwhile projects, 
the Cleveland Chapter of Junior Members 
deserves special mention. Last year the 
Cleveland Chapter was called upon to aid 
Desider Savary, a librarian in Budapest, 
Hungary, who supports his wife, a son, 15 
years, and a daughter, 17 years, on a 
monthly salary equivalent to one dollar. 
Miss Beatrice Nordengren, Children’s Li- 
brarian at Lakewood Public Library, who 
is in charge of this aid, reports that last 
year through CARE the Cleveland group 
sent this librarian two boxes of food and 
three boxes of used clothing. This past 
December Mr. Savary requested clothing 
primarily for himself and his son, since 
their home has been demolished and their 
things have been destroyed. The JM’s from 
Cleveland are at present trying to fill this 
request, hoping to send a box of food also. 


Recruiting 

On December 18, 1947, representatives 
from all the library clubs in Cleveland met 
at Western Reserve University Library 
School and organized themselves as a Com- 
mittee on Recruiting to act as a steering 
committee to unify all action taken by the 
various clubs on recruiting. Miss Nancy 
Lybarger, an assistant in the History Divi- 
sion of the Cleveland Public Library, is the 
representative of the Cleveland JM’s on this 
committee. The present project of the com- 
mittee is to develop a filmstrip which can 
be produced locally and used locally at 
various talks on recruiting. The recruiting 
committee of the Junior Members consists 
of Nancy Lybarger, Virginia Goddard, 
Ethel Conrad, and Jean Ryan. They have 
submitted to the steering committee two 
ideas for filmstrip sequences—one for high 
school level and one for college level. 

The Cleveland Juniors are using these 
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two filmstrip sequences as the basis for a 
pamphlet on recruiting to be produced and 
used locally by their own group. 

As still another effort toward recruiting, 
the Junior Members and the Cleveland Pub- 
lic Library jointly sponsored a tea to which 
all the vocational advisors of Cleveland were 
invited for the purpose of acquainting them 
more fully with the library profession. 
Five Juniors gave talks at this tea on op- 


portunities in librarianship. 
Daniel Hagelin, 
Chairman, Greater Cleveland Chapter, 
Junior Members. 


College and University Section 

The officers of the College and University 
Division of O.L.A. decided, early in the 
summer of 1947, that if the members of 
the organization were to meet in the four 
separate district meetings, in no case 
would there be a sufficient number to pro- 
vide an adequate or truly worthwhile pro- 
gram. They decided that they would ask 
permission from the executive board to put 
on a separate meeting for college librarians 
to be held at some point near the center of 
the state which all could reach with reason- 
able ease. The meeting was held on No- 
vember 15 and attended by more than one 
hundred and twenty-five librarians. 

Two speakers were on the program. Dr. 
Paul Leedy, librarian at Bowling Green 
University, and N. Orwin Rush, executive 
secretary of A.C.R.L., presented papers. 
Mr. Rush outlined the program of the new 
A.C.R.L. office at A.L.A. headquarters and 
informed the librarians present of the aims 
and purposes which he felt were indicated 
by the establishment of the new office. Dr. 
Leedy presented a paper concerning the 
possibilities of cooperation among college 
librarians in the state of Ohio. This was a 
most stimulating and provocative paper and 
resulted in the establishment of a commit- 
tee to make further study of the possibili- 
ties indicated by Dr. Leedy. The interest 
which the group showed in such a plan for 
cooperation was so marked that at the Mid- 
Winter meeting of A.L.A. many questions 
were asked concerning our plans and hopes. 
Those questions indicated that librarians 
throughout the state had been correspond- 
ing with other college librarians throughout 


the country. John B. Nicholson, Jr. 


Chairman of College and 
University Section. 


Uncle Sam Wants You 

Librarians for Service Overseas 
Your president has been requested to 
bring the following information to your at- 
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tention. The Army is recruiting librarians 
for service with the Army library program 
overseas. At the present time approximately 
eighty-five librarians are needed for the 
Far East and Europe. 

The salary is a minimum of $3306 which 
includes overseas differential. For libra- 
rians with previous Army library experi- 
ence this can be increased slightly. For 
further information, inquiries should be 
addressed to: 

Mr. Paul E. Postell, Chief 

Library Branch 

Department of the Army 

Office of the Chief of Special Services 
Washington 25, D. C. 


O.L.A. Dues 

Statements for O.L.A. dues were mailed 
early in December, and to date, there has 
been a good response, according to the 
membership chairman. 

Since an effort is made to collect as much 
as possible during the first three months of 
the year, this is a reminder to PAY YOUR 
DUES AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. If 
you have an O.L.A. membership chairman 
in your library, dues should be given to 
that person. Otherwise, memberships should 
be sent to: 

Frances G. Nunmaker 
Ohio State Library 
State Office Building 
Columbus 15, Ohio 

Checks should be made payable to the 
Ohio Library Association. 


Scholarships 

The O.L.A. Committee on Awards and 
Bequests, of which Mr. R. Russell Munn is 
chairman, has initiated a move to obtain 
funds for library school scholarships. In 
December, a letter prepared by the com- 
mittee was sent out over the signature of 
the president to the boards of trustees of 
all the public libraries in the state, request- 
ing their assistance in recruiting—by estab- 
lishing a scholarship for worthy applicants 
in their respective communities. To date, 
seven replies have been received: one 
board has established a scholarship of $250, 
two boards are taking action and will re- 
port later, and four boards are interested 
but unable to do anything now. Consider- 
able interest was shown at the Chicago Mid- 
Winter meeting of the A.L.A. in this ap- 
proach to recruiting, especially among the 
state association presidents and by the Joint 
Committee on Library Work as aCareer. The 
letter in full is given on the foilowing page. 


December 17, 1947. 


To the Members of the Board of Trustees: 


You are no doubt aware of the fact that Ohio libraries, as well as libraries through- 
out the country, are in urgent need of professionally trained librarians to help in giving 
each community in the state good library service as judged by modern standards. W hile 
it is true that the comparatively low salaries paid in most public libraries have been one 
of the principal causes for this situation, it is recognized that higher salaries can be made 
send only by means of larger appropriations. In the meantime a dynamic recruiting 
program is needed. 


The Ohio Library Association feels that one of the best services it can render to the 
libraries of the state at this time is to do its utmost to encourage young people to study 
for librarianship. The colleges are ji immed — but not the library sc hooks. It is clear that 
a major deterrent to many promsieang young people is the expense of the extra year of 


training required after the bachelor’s degree. Scholarships would help greatly to remedy 
the situation. 


To help meet the problem, this Association is asking the aid of every library board 
in Ohio. We wish to inquire whether your board can: (1) Raise or provide funds to 
establish a library school scholarship for your community, or, (2) raise funds to donate 
to a scholarship fund to be administered jointly by the Ohio Library Association and the 


Ohio Library Trustees Association. May we suggest in more detail how these plans might 
be accomplished? 


1. Examples of libraries that have already established such funds can point the way. The Lima 
Public Library, working through its Friends of the Library group, raises $250.00 annually to 
provide a scholarship to Library School for a qualified Lima person. In some communities there 
may be a board trustee, or friend of the library, with sufficient interest and means to donate the 
funds for such a scholarship. The Akron Public Library Board of Trustees attacked the problem 
by drawing on the income from trust funds held by the board, the amount given also being 
$250.00, per year. In both cases, terms of the scholarship are that the person receiving it shat] 
return for a specified time to the publie library in his community after receiving his library 
degree. If the person voluntarily leaves the employ of that library before the required time 
period has expired, the scholarship is regarded as a loan which must be repaid under the terms 
specified at the time the grant was given. While the above instances provide only partial schol- 
arships, they are highly commendable. Wherever possible it is suggested that efforts be made to 
have the scholarship cover full tuition which is approximately $100.00. It is assumed, of course, 
that a board might reject all applicants if no suitable person should apply. 

2. Where trustees have no funds or any practical means of raising a sum of this kind annually, it 

is suggested that the library sponsor a benefit program or programs for the O.L.A.-O.L.T.A 

Scholarship Fund. lt is further suggested that book review programs would be very suitable 

meetings to sponsor. In most communities, one or more prominent persons might well be asked 

to give such reviews and an admission charge could be made. Perhaps you have an author or 
someone who knows a famous author who could speak. Such benefit programs would have the 


advantage of spreading knowledge of current books as well as focusing attention on the library 
and on the critical need for librarians. 


We must do something about this problem, for our responsibility to provide good 
library service to the public makes it imperative. We do not mean to be presumptuous in 
suggesting that your board might help but we know of no more practical way of making 


it possible for larger numbers ‘of qualified persons to prepare themselves for a career in 
librarianship. 


Will you please give serious consideration to this suggestion and let me know of any 

action you take? I shall appreciate any comment you may care to make upon the proposal. 
Sincerely yours, 

L.. Quiney Mumford, President, 


Ohio Library Association. 











